
   

 

Session Five ‐ Our Journey 

Anglican Parish of 
Caloundra ‐ Glasshouse Country 

The Churches of St Andrew’s Caloundra,   
St Thomas’ Mooloolah and  

the Mary MacKillop Centre Beerwah 

We ask you to return this booklet at the end of the session. 
We are interested in any comments made. 

Your comments will remain anonymous. 
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Gathering of God’s People 
 
Hymn God gives us a future (TiS 687 vs 1 & 3)  
 

God gives us a future, 

daring us to go 

into dreams and dangers 

on a path unknown. 
We will face tomorrow 

in the Spirit’s power, 

we will let God change us, 
for new life starts now. 
 
Holy Spirit, teach us 

how to read the signs, 
how to meet the challenge 

of our troubled mes. 
Love us into ac on, 

s r us into prayer, 

ll we choose God’s life, 

and find our future there. 
John Michael Brierly and Elizabeth J Smith 

© 1960 Josef Weinberger Ltd, London.  

 
 
 
The Lord be with you. 
   And also with you. 
 
 
Welcome & Gree ng 
 
 
Opening Prayer 

God of mission, 
who alone brings growth to your Church, 
send your Holy Spirit to give 
vision to our planning, 
wisdom to our ac ons, 
and power to our witness. 
Help our church to grow in numbers, 
in spiritual commitment to you, 
and in service to our local community, 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
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First Reading                  John 12:20‐22 

 

A reading from John 
 

Now among those who went up to worship at the fes val were some Greeks. They came to 
Philip, who was from Bethsaida in Galilee, and said to him, “Sir, we wish to see Jesus.”  Philip 
went and told Andrew; then Andrew and Philip went and told Jesus.  

 

For the word of the Lord. 
   Thanks be to God. 
 
 
Second Reading               Ma hew 4:18‐20 

 

A reading from Ma hew 
 

As Jesus walked by the Sea of Galilee, he saw two brothers, Simon, who is called Peter, and 
Andrew his brother, cas ng a net into the sea—for they were fishermen. And he said to them, 
“Follow me, and I will make you fish for people.” Immediately they le  their nets and followed 
him. 
 

For the word of the Lord. 
   Thanks be to God. 
 
 
Third Reading                             Mark 10:42‐45 

 

A reading from Mark 
 

Jesus called the disciples and said to them, “You know that among the Gen les those whom 
they recognise as their rulers lord it over them, and their great ones are tyrants over them. But 
it is not so among you; but whoever wishes to become great among you must be your 
servant, and whoever wishes to be first among you must be slave of all. For the Son of Man 
came not to be served but to serve, and to give his life a ransom for many.”  
 

For the word of the Lord. 
   Thanks be to God. 
 
 
Fourth Reading             Ma hew 28:16‐20 

 

A reading from Ma hew 
 

The eleven disciples went to Galilee, to the mountain to which Jesus had directed them. When 
they saw him, they worshiped him; but some doubted. And Jesus came and said to them, “All 
authority in heaven and on earth has been given to me. Go therefore and make disciples of all 
na ons, bap sing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, and 
teaching them to obey everything that I have commanded you. And remember, I am with you 
always, to the end of the age.”  
 

For the word of the Lord. 
   Thanks be to God. 
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Planning Session 
 

1. Recap from Planning Session 4 
2. Exercise My Journey 

Which vehicle best represents where you see yourself on your own faith journey? 

Which category – searcher, follower (disciple), servant or apostle – do you feel 
best describes you at the moment? 
 

Searcher: John 12:20‐22 
Follower (Disciple): Ma hew 4:18‐20 
Servant: Mark 10:42‐45 
Apostle: Ma hew 28:16‐20 
 
Other: _____________________________________________________ 
 

Were there key people who helped you? 
 
 
 
 
Did it take a long me or did everything move very quickly? 
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3. Exercise: Stepping Stones 

What stepping stones helped you to get to where you are now? 
 
 
 
 
What stepping stones were par cularly difficult? 
 
 
 
 
Reflect on the steps that helped you go deeper into faith. 
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What stepping stones might encourage people to move on in their faith journey? 
 
 
 
What could or should the church be doing to help people make this journey more easily? 
Many churches have found some of the following ‘stepping stones’ to be helpful: 

An invita on to an outreach event 

Inquirers’ courses, such as Alpha, Start!, Chris anity Explored, etc. 

Confirma on or membership courses 

Ongoing involvement in a house group or other study group 

Involvement in church‐based ac vi es 

Opportuni es to serve others in the local community 
With real stepping stones, it’s important for the stones to be posi oned correctly. If the 
gaps are too big or if some stones are missing, people can get stuck. This results in people 
giving up and going back, or even falling in! This also happens with stepping stones on 
our faith journey. It is hard to go from mild curiosity about God straight to regular 
a endance at a church service; we need to make sure there are some stepping stones in 
between these two points. 
What happens in your church when someone ‘falls off’ or stops on their journey? 
 
 
 

4. DVD Segment 
5. Exercise: Searcher to disciple to servant to apostle 

How far along each of these paths have you progressed? Draw a s ck person on each line 
to represent the progress you have made. Do the exercise for yourself and then do it 
again, this me thinking about the progress of the church community as a whole. 

6. Movement and Mo va on:  
There are many reasons for making a journey and equally there are reasons and excuses 

for avoiding travelling. If we imagine following and serving Jesus as a faith journey: 

What reasons might people have for going further in following and serving Jesus? 
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What reasons might they have for deciding not to follow? 

What reasons may people have for only going so far on the journey? 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
7. Responses ‐ in order to help our Church grow…. 

 
What could you be doing as an individual? 
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What could we be doing as a Church? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Is there anything else that has struck you during the session? 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Eucharist Liturgy Con nues 
 

Reading                 Philippians 3:10‐14 
 

A reading from Paul’s le er to the Philippians  
 

I want to know Christ and the power of his resurrec on and the sharing of his sufferings by 
becoming like him in his death,  if somehow I may a ain the resurrec on from the dead. 
Not that I have already obtained this or have already reached the goal; but I press on to make 
it my own, because Christ Jesus has made me his own. Beloved, I do not consider that I have 
made it my own; but this one thing I do: forge ng what lies behind and straining forward to 
what lies ahead, I press on toward the goal for the prize of the heavenly call of God in Christ 
Jesus. 
 

For the word of the Lord, 
   Thanks be to God. 
 
Prayers of the People 
Let us pray for the World and for the Church. 
 

We pray for the peace of the world, the leaders of the na ons, and for all in authority. Pause 
for prayer. Lord in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 

We pray for the welfare of your holy Church, for our Archbishop and Regional Bishop and for 
all the clergy and people in our parish. We pray for our vision for mission and for growth in 
faith, growth in service, growth in finance and growth in numbers. Pause for prayer. Lord in 
your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 

We pray that we may share with jus ce the resources of the earth, and live in trust and 
goodwill with one another. Pause for prayer. Lord in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 

We pray for the aged and the infirm, for the bereaved and the lonely, for the sick and suffering 
and for all those who have asked for our prayers. Pause for prayer. Lord in your mercy, hear 
our prayer. 
 

We pray for the poor and the oppressed, for prisoners and cap ves, and for all who care for 
them.  Pause for prayer. Lord in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
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We praise you, Lord God, for the communion of saints and for the glorious hope of the 
resurrec on to eternal life, remembering those whose anniversary of passing falls this week. 
Pause for prayer. Lord in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 

Accept our prayers through Jesus Christ who taught us to pray: 
Our Father in heaven, 
hallowed be your name, 
your kingdom come, 
your will be done on earth as in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins 
as we forgive those who sin against us. 
Save us from the me of trial 
and deliver us from evil. 
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory, are yours 
now and for ever. Amen. 

 
Confession & Absolu on 

We pause to reflect on our need for forgiveness. 
 

Let us confess our sins in penitence and faith, 
confident in God’s forgiveness. 
Merciful God, our maker and our judge, 
we have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, 
  and in what we have failed to do: 
we have not loved you with our whole heart; 
we have not loved our neighbours as ourselves; 
we repent, and are sorry for all our sins. 
Father, forgive us. 
Strengthen us to love and obey you in newness of life; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen. 

 

 Almighty God, 
 who has promised forgiveness to all who turn to him in faith: 

pardon you and set you free from all your sins, 
strengthen you in all goodness 
and keep you in eternal life, 
through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen. 
 

 

Hymn I want to walk with Jesus Christ (MP 302 vs 1 & 5) 
 
The Great Thanksgiving 
 Blessed are you, Lord, God of all crea on. 
 Though your goodness we have these gi s to share. 
 Accept and use our offerings for your glory 
 and for the service of your kingdom. 
  Blessed be God for ever. 
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 The Lord be with you. 
  And also with you. 
 

 Li  up your hearts. 
  We li  them to the Lord. 
 

 Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
  It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 

 The Priest prays the thanksgiving prayer during which the people offer the following responses. 
 

 Lord our God. 
  We give you thanks and praise. 
 ……………. 

 Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, 
 Heaven and earth are full of your glory.  Hosanna in the highest. 
  
 Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 
 Hosanna in the highest. 
 ……………. 
 

 Christ has died. 
 Christ is risen. 
 Christ will come again. 
 ……………. 

 

 Blessing and honour and glory and power  
 are yours for ever and ever.  Amen. 
 
 

The Breaking of the Bread and Communion 
 We break this bread to share in the body of Christ. 
 We who are many are one body,  
  for we all share in the one bread. 
 
 

 Jesus, Lamb of God, have mercy on us. 
 Jesus, bearer of our sins, have mercy on us. 
 Jesus, redeemer of the world, grant us your peace. 
 

 Come let us take this holy sacrament of the body and blood of Christ.  
 

 Eat this bread, drink this cup, 
 come to him and never be hungry. 
 Eat this bread, drink this cup, 
 trust in him and you will not thirst. 
 
 

Communicant members of other Chris an tradi ons are always welcome to receive communion. If you have 
not been admi ed to Holy Communion, you are invited to come forward to receive a blessing.  
 
 

During Communion, the hymn O Let the Son of God enfold you (MP 502) is sung. 
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Sending Out God’s People 
 

The priest offers a post communion prayer. 
 

 Father, we offer ourselves to you 
 as a living sacrifice 
 through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
 Send us out in the power of your Spirit 
 to live and work to your praise and glory. 
 
 
 

No ces and Announcements. 
 
 
 

The Blessing & Dismissal 
 The priest offers God’s blessing. 
 
 

 Go in peace to love and serve the Lord. 
 In the name of Christ.  Amen. 
 

 
Hymn Go forth and tell (MP 178 vs 1, 4 & 5) tune MP 631(ii)  

Copyright: Scripture quota ons are from the New Revised Standard Version BIBLE, copyright ©1989 by the Division 
of Chris an Educa on of the Na onal Council of Churches of Christ in the USA. Used by permission.  Liturgical resources 
are derived from “A Prayer Book for Australia” which is copyright ©1995, The Anglican Church of Australia Trust 
Corpora on, and published under the imprint Broughton Books. Used by permission. 
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